
Inspection of Fallodon Playgroup
The Scout Hut, Fallodon Way, Henleaze, BRISTOL BS9 4HT

Inspection date: 6 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly welcome children and their families into the playgroup. The children 
enter happy and enthusiastic to learn. They become excited as they tell the staff all 
about their summer holidays. This shows that children form positive attachments 
with key persons, which supports them to feel safe and secure. Staff offer children 
lots of praise and reassurance. This builds children's confidence and self-esteem. 

Children demonstrate positive attitudes to learning and happily try out new things. 
For example, during an activity, the children want to join two bits of paper 
together. Staff demonstrate how to use a hole punch. The children place the paper 
under the hole punch and push it down. They giggle and laugh when they see it 
makes two holes. Staff provide the children with treasure tags for them to thread 
through the holes. They encourage the children to keep on trying and not to give 
up. This develops children's resilience and creates a can-do attitude to learning. 

Children love to act out everyday experiences and routines. For example, in the 
role play area, the children explore the pretend food. They talk about the different 
food, debating what is healthy. The children decide to make strawberry jam. They 
work together to create a shopping list. Staff remind the children that, 'You can't 
eat the green part of a strawberry.' The children learn to manage their risks as 
they tell each other to be careful because the oven is hot. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear understanding of what she wants children to learn. The 
curriculum is a blend of adult-led and child-led play that aims to cover all seven 
areas of learning. Staff provide children with a wide range of activities aimed at 
sparking their curiosity and interest. They observe the children during their play 
to gain an understanding of what children already know. Staff interact at key 
moments to support the children in the next stages of learning. However, during 
group activities, staff do not consistently support children who are new or less 
confident to participate, while encouraging more confident children to wait and 
be aware of the needs of their new peers.

n Children show they feel comfortable communicating with others. Staff support 
children's language through stories and rhymes. They repeat words back to 
children using the correct pronunciation. This helps children to form words 
correctly and develop their vocabulary. Children use mathematical language and 
concepts during play. For example, they use scissors to cut play dough in half 
and count how many pieces they now have.  

n Parents praise the manager and her team for the amazing job they do each day. 
They receive support and guidance on things, such as potty training, new 
siblings and fussy eating. Staff send home ideas and activities to support 
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learning at home. Parents benefit from a lending library containing books, toys 
and games. Parents currently drop children off in the gated garden. While 
waiting to enter, children play and explore the toys with their siblings. This 
supports those younger siblings to feel safe and confident when they start the 
playgroup. Parents comment that the playgroup is a key part of the community 
and that the staff show real care for the families who attend. 

n Children's behaviour is good. Staff support children to manage their feelings and 
behaviour by setting clear rules and boundaries. They teach children to talk 
about how they feel and discuss how their actions affect others. Staff encourage 
children to take turns and share resources. They model good behaviour and 
respect. This supports the children to develop good manners and respect for 
others. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent in completing certain tasks, for 
example going to the toilet, tidying up and hanging up their coats. However, 
during snack time, staff carry out tasks which children could do for themselves, 
such as spreading butter onto their crackers, cutting fruit and pouring their 
drinks.

n Children's mental health and well-being are a priority. They participate in 
'mindful minutes', where they use breathing techniques to calm their minds. The 
children enthusiastically engage in daily outdoor play. They experiment with 
many different ways to move their bodies in a large space, with opportunity to 
climb, balance, run, jump, chase and build. This builds strong muscles and has a 
positive impact on their health and well-being. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager understands her responsibility to keep all children safe from harm. 
Staff demonstrate a very good understanding of all aspects of safeguarding and 
how to protect children. For example, staff understand the procedure if an 
allegation is made against a member of staff. They know the signs and symptoms 
that may indicate a child is at risk of harm or abuse. Staff understand the 
procedures to follow if they identify a family at risk of being drawn into criminal 
activity or radicalisation. The manager carries out rigorous checks to ensure all 
staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further develop children's independence skills, particularly at snack time
n further support children who are new, or with less confidence, to participate in 

group activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY451972

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10235934

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Fallodon Playgroup LLP

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905123

Telephone number 07456067055

Date of previous inspection 21 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Fallodon Playgroup registered in 2012. It is a privately run playgroup operating 
from a scout hut in Henleaze, Bristol. The playgroup runs during term time only, 
Monday to Thursday from 9.15am to 1pm and Friday 9.15am to 12.15pm. There 
are six members of staff working directly with the children. Of these, five have 
appropriate early years qualifications; four have qualified teacher status and one 
NNEB. One member of staff is training for level 3. The playgroup accepts funding 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Phillips
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Inspection activities

n This was the provider's first routine inspection since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and discussed the 
provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during play and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection 
and completed a joint observation with the manager.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager to discuss how they self-
evaluate the provision.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.

n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of written testimonials.

n Children spoke and engaged with the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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